Mrs. Norma M. Ferns
December 4, 1938 - April 2, 2017

ATTLEBORO – Norma M. Ferns, 78, of Attleboro, passed away on April 2, 2017 in the Life
Care Center of Attleboro surrounded by her loving family. She was the beloved wife of the
late John F. Ferns, Jr. who passed away in 2001.
Born on December 4, 1938 in Pawtucket, RI, she was a daughter of the late Joseph and
Zelma (Silverstone) Grenier.
Norma was a graduate of Attleboro High School and then attended hairdressing school in
Boston. She worked as the church secretary at the former St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Attleboro over 20 years.
Norma was highly involved with the Boy Scouts of America for over 40 years. She was
awarded the Silver Beaver Award which is an award given to those who implement the
Scouting program and perform community service through hard work, self-sacrifice,
dedication, and many years of service.
Norma was an avid New England sports fan and enjoyed spending time with her family.
She is survived by her children, Doreen Morin and husband Glenn of Seekonk, Lisa Kay
and her husband Thomas of Cumberland, RI and Richard Beck and wife Lori of Attleboro;
9 grandchildren; 4 great grandchildren; her brother, Roland Grenier of Attleboro and many
nieces and nephews.
She was the mother of the late George Beck and sister of the late Roseline Grenier.
Relatives and friends are invited to attend a visitation on Thursday, April 6 from 4-8 p.m. at
Duffy-Poule Funeral Home, 20 Peck Street, Attleboro.
A funeral will be conducted on Friday, April 7 at 9 a.m. from the Duffy-Poule Funeral
Home, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 10 a.m. in St. Vincent de Paul Parish, 71

Linden St., Attleboro. Burial will follow in St. Stephen’s Cemetery, Attleboro.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Norma’s name may be made to the Narragansett Council
Boy Scouts of American, PO Box 14777, 10 Risho Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914

Events
APR
6

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Duffy-Poule Funeral and Cremation Services
20 Peck Street, Attleboro, MA, US, 02703

APR
7

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Saint Vincent de Paul Church
71 Linden Street, Attleboro, MA, US, 02703

Comments

“

Norma was a joy to take care of. She will be missed
Jen Kelly

Jennifer Kelly - April 11, 2017 at 09:48 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. Rest in Peace Norma old friend until we meet
once again.

Joseph Sproul - April 09, 2017 at 10:32 AM

“

We are sorry to hear of Norma's passing. It was so wonderful that she pursued the
things she enjoyed in life to the fullest and touched and enriched so many lives with
her actions.
Again, our sincere condolences.
Ray and Lynne (Beck) Caffrey

lynne - April 07, 2017 at 08:20 AM

“

Norma made this world a better place. Her smile kit up a room. Her jokes and
friendship will always be treasured. From Camp Norse summer camp, scoutmaster
training, EPrep weekends, Klondike,...to vacations at PHILMONT SCOUT RZNCH,
Taos, Santana Fe... to Lisa's "little green balls, and Norma's pepper addiction
I
will miss our lunches and gabfeets! You will truly be missed, Norma. Live that
woman.

Susan Dorrance - April 06, 2017 at 10:18 PM

“

I'm so saddened to hear of your loss. Our families shared many laughs, and many
summer weeks together! She was a great person! She will be missed!!! Rest in
peace auntie norma!!!

Patricia nelson hardisty - April 06, 2017 at 02:56 PM

“

Adriane Cummings lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Norma M. Ferns

Adriane Cummings - April 06, 2017 at 01:42 PM

“

“

So very sorry for your loss.
Adriane Cummings - April 06, 2017 at 01:43 PM

So sorry for your loss! Thoughts and Prayers are with you and your family! Linda &
John Duffy

Linda Duffy - April 06, 2017 at 10:12 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs. Norma M. Ferns.

April 06, 2017 at 09:29 AM

“

I'm very sorry to hear of your loss. I was a neighbor of hers at the Birchwood Mobile
home park while I was raising my children and she was very understanding and
supportive having 2 rambunctious boys living across the street from her. She was
also an big help when my youngest decided to join Cub Scouts. He is months away
from achieving his Eagle, and I appreciate the support she gave us!

My heart goes out to the family during this difficult time.
Michelle Petronio
Michelle - April 05, 2017 at 03:18 PM

“

The wearer of many, many hats. Roundtable, summer camp, Catholic Awards, friend
to all. No microphone was ever needed when we were at flags for announcements.
She ended every morning send off with "have fun" when we would return, she would
ask if we had fun and the crowd would erupt with screams! Norma was always fun to
be around, the kids loved and respected her. She will be missed so much. RIP my
friend. <3 Susan LaFratta

Susan LaFratta - April 05, 2017 at 10:58 AM

“

Silvia Jette lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Norma M. Ferns

Silvia Jette - April 05, 2017 at 09:19 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mrs. Norma M. Ferns.

April 05, 2017 at 08:39 AM

“

"Just an hour a week." One of Norma's greatest con jobs; but that line led me into the
Scouting life and I am forever grateful. Norma always had time for everybody who
needed her. She was a great leader because of that. I made so many friends and
have countless wonderful memories from spending that "hour" with her. Rest in
peace kind soul.
Dick Collins, Pack 37, Attleboro, MA

Dick Collins - April 05, 2017 at 07:28 AM

“

I just don't know where to begin, Norma was my first friend that I made in Attleboro
when I moved there from Fall River, she actually found my first apartment, right
across from the church, it was God working through her for me, we had many laughs
and cries together, fun times had on vacations, or when I would go to boy scout
camp for Mass with the Fr.'s. Many dinners and cookouts at her home together, her
famous spaghetti with shrimp dish, which i still cannot perfect and probably will
never. She was a hard worker and I am forever grateful for the friendship we had.
Norma you will be forever in my heart, may you rest in peace my friend, we will be
together again some day. To her family, my deepest sympathy, wish I could be there
to give you a hug, but the distance between MA and CO is a lot, but know that I am
there in spirit and you are all in my prayers. We all have so many memories of
Norma, to many to write down, but as we remember them, I know she would want us
to smile and know that she loved us all. God bless you all. Big hug to all.
Merrilyn Sikora

Merrilyn Sikora - April 04, 2017 at 10:15 PM

“

As a new scout leader it was great to see Norma checking in units when you rolled
into camp. That touchstone you knew could always get you the info you needed. It
felt so good when she started to recognize you and remember your name, like you
had joined the club. She's forever in our happiest memories.
-Chad Winship

Chad Winship - April 04, 2017 at 06:24 PM

“

Such an amazing woman. I am her former daughter-in-law and she was so loving
and gracious to me even long after my marriage ended. My prayers, love and
condolences go out to her beautiful family. She had such a huge impact on Scouting,
the St Joseph's community and Attleboro. Heavens gain is truly a loss for those left
behind!

Maryann C Ferns - April 04, 2017 at 06:15 PM

“
“

So sorry to hear about your mom Lisa. Peg & Teresa ..Mct's
Peg - April 06, 2017 at 02:32 PM

Thank you for sharing your mom with all the hundreds- maybe thousands of boys- that she
helped to shape into young men that had respect for themselves, the outdoors and their
country. It was always fun around Norma whether at Pack meetings, Troop meetings, or
summer camp. When you think of Scouting in Attleboro, the name Norma Ferns is at the
top of the list.
Patricia Allard - April 06, 2017 at 08:44 PM

