Mr. Joseph Henry Mercier
October 6, 1927 - August 27, 2019

ATTLEBORO – Joseph H. Mercier, 91, of Attleboro, passed away on Tuesday, August 27,
2019 in his home surrounded by his loving family. He was the devoted husband of the late
Lorraine M. (Brousseau) Mercier.
Born on October 6, 1927 in Worcester, MA, he was a son of the late Edward and Theresa
Mercier.
Joseph and his family moved from Worcester to Attleboro when he was a young child. He
enlisted in the United State Navy in 1944 at the age of 17 and proudly served during WWII
while stationed aboard the USS Tortuga LSD 26, fighting in the South Pacific. Joseph was
honorably discharged from the Navy in 1946. He then received his GED and returned
back to Attleboro for the rest of his adulthood.
He was employed by Swank, Inc. for 44 years as a supervisor until his retirement.
Joseph enjoyed running, golf, spending time with his family, friends and neighbors. He
especially enjoyed time spent with his grand dog “Jasmine”.
The family would like to give a special thanks to the Community VNA of Attleboro for the
kind and loving care they provided to Joe in his time of need.
Joseph is survived by his beloved daughter, Kathleen Palomo and her husband Jose of
Attleboro; his two grandsons, Joshua Palomo of Attleboro and David Palomo and his wife
Sarah (Randall) of Attleboro; two loving great granddaughters, Lilly and Lilah both of
Attleboro; a brother-in-law, Dr. Richard Brousseau of North Attleboro and many loving
nieces and nephews.
He was the brother of the late Norman Mercier, Rhoda Heon and Theresa Bergmann.
Relatives and friends are invited to attend a memorial visitation from 5-8 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 4, 2019 in the Duffy-Poule Funeral Home, 20 Peck Street,

Attleboro.
A funeral will be conducted on Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 9 a.m. from the DuffyPoule Funeral Home, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial, at 10 a.m., in St. John the
Evangelist Church, 133 North Main St., Attleboro.
Burial with military honors will follow in St. Stephen’s Cemetery, Attleboro.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the CVNA of Attleboro Hospice Care, 10
Emory Street, Attleboro, MA 02703.
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Comments

“

Joe Mercier was a special kind of man
In today’s world someone difficult to find
He was on his own early in life
But it caused him no strife
The war came and he joined as many others
But quickly found in war all were brothers
He served in the navy and at 18 drove marines to the shores
Not knowing what future was in store
He seldom talked about the carnage he witnessed
For heaven knows there was no forgiveness
After many such landings it was time for the big move
He was headed to Japan in the first wave
But a large bomb was dropped and he was saved
He returned to Attleboro I don’t know why
And being alone he decided to live at the “Y”
He started to work for Swank with no fears
And guess what? He stayed for 46 years
During this time he met my sister Lorraine
It seemed to be a good match that was not arranged
My mother said he was a “keeper” and a good worker
I guess Lorraine listened for shortly they were together
Marriage soon brought them a daughter Kathy
A young lady he adored and cherished
He was so proud when she graduated from Wheaton
This accomplishment he thought could not be beaten
In her rotation to Mexico to learn to converse
She met a young man and sparks could not be reversed
Jose came to this country and learned our ways
He married Kathy and was here to stay
Joe accepted him as a son and they started working together
And soon they were doing projects in all sorts of weather
Jose and Kathy had David and Josh, two healthy boys
Who grew up so fast they hardly had time for toys
Joe was always proud of all their accomplishments
And always told me of their successes
Josh and David always knew Joe was around
Because he was part of all the activities they found
As the years went by two young girls came into the fray
And became part of David and Sarah’s family to stay
Now time was passing quickly and Joe was getting frail
But he could still tell a good tale
Joe’s time did come and he accepted it in a quiet way
Knowing that it was his last day
Lastly, I would like to share a final prayer for Joe

Oh God of all life, pour Your consoling grace upon all who mourn the passing of their
loved ones. Hear our prayers for those we love dearly who have gone before us into
the life to come. Look kindly on our departed family members, relatives and friends,
especially Joe who we entrust to your eternal mercy and goodness.
Consider his deeds of caring, kindness and charity. Forgive him any sins he may
have committed and grant him the everlasting reward of Heaven.
We pray one day to be united again with all our loved ones who have passed away,
so that together we may praise You forever. Amen.
Richard Brousseau, Brother in law
Richard Brousseau - August 31, 2019 at 08:16 AM

“

I knew Joe Mercier my entire life. He was a huge part of the fabric of the
neighborhood where I grew up. I have many memories of Joe, Wendell, Bud and my
Dad hanging out together in the evenings in front of Wendell's garage. I always
thought it was such a gift to grow up in such an amazing place with neighbors who
were family. And, I always thought about how lucky those dads were to have each
other to hang out with and talk.
Rest in peace, dear Joe, and know that you left a loving legacy that embraces all
who knew you.

Lynn McCracken - August 30, 2019 at 11:09 AM

“

Joe was a kind and gentle man. I have fond memories of growing up in a
neighborhood where our parents were all friends and we, as children, learned values
seldom instilled in today's world. You will be missed Joe.
-Keith H. Jackson, Attleboro

Keith H. Jackson - August 30, 2019 at 09:36 AM

