Hon. John “Jack” James Dolan
July 28, 1935 - December 7, 2021

John “Jack” James Dolan (86) of North Attleboro, passed away peacefully on Tuesday
December 07, 2021. He was the beloved husband of Susan Girard Dolan whom he
married on October 20, 1962 at Holy Trinity Church in Georgetown, Washington D.C.
Born in Barrington, Rhode Island on July 28, 1935 to the late John James and Alice
Loretta (Flavin) Dolan. He was raised in Attleboro and graduated from Monsignor James
Coyle High School, 1953, Tufts University, Magna Cum Laude, 1958 and Harvard Law
School in 1961. He served in the United States Army from 1954 to 1956, and he was
stationed in Japan.
He practiced law in Braintree and Attleboro prior to his appointment by Massachusetts
Governor Edward J. King in 1980 as Judge of the Attleboro District Court. Judge Dolan
served the Commonwealth diligently, proudly, and with fairness to all who came before
him until his retirement in 1999 from the Bench.
Judge Dolan was a founding member and active in the Southeastern Regional Judges
Conference. He was a member of the Attleboro District Court Bar Association, the Bristol
County Bar Association, and the Massachusetts Bar Association. He was also formerly a
tutor at The Attleboro Literacy Center.
He and his wife raised their family in Attleboro and then moved to North Attleboro later in
life. He especially enjoyed times spent with his beloved wife and family, he truly
considered those times and his family his most special blessings.
In addition to his beloved wife of 59 years, he is survived by his three sons and their
families; Timothy, Patrick, and Michael.
John leaves a legacy of love, kindness, and many fond memories with his eight
grandchildren whom he adored dearly; Erin, Megan, Jack, Kaitlyn, Christian, Leighton,
Kiavanni Keehan, and Brendan.

Funeral services for Judge Dolan will be private.
At the request of the family, donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 8180
Greensboro Drive, Suite 400 McLean, VA 22102
To send John’s loved ones a message of condolence or remembrance, please visit duffypoule.com
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RL

i will miss going to northwest Florida basketball games with Jack and Al on our
winters in Florida.
Bob Lieb
robert g lieb - December 14, 2021 at 06:47 PM

SM

Remembering a kind, gentle man.
So sorry for your loss.
Sheila and Jack McKenna
Sheila McKenna - December 12, 2021 at 08:36 PM

SM

Michael, I'm so sorry for your loss, my deepest sympathy to you and your family.
Susan Sousa Mason
Susan Mason - December 10, 2021 at 05:49 PM

Brenda
Todd

So sorry for yor loss. Judge Dolan was a wonderful boss. He loved the law and
was always fair to everyone who went before him. I have many fond memories
and will never forget him. Brenda Fiske Todd
Brenda Todd - December 10, 2021 at 04:46 PM

DW

With deepest sympathy to Sue and all her family. May he rest in peace
Much Love, Debbie Walsh
Debra Walsh - December 10, 2021 at 03:12 PM

ED

To Mrs. Dolan & family,
I was honored to work with Judge Dolan for many memorable years and I
probably served as a session clerk with him more than with any other judge. He
was universally recognized as a legal genius and a real good man. A couple of
attorneys from Boston told me at the break that it was their first time before Judge
Dolan and they could tell he was a "Law Man."
He was hearing a civil case in Courtroom One in Attleboro when the defendant's
attorney objected to something. Judge Dolan asked him for the basis of his
objection and then heard from opposing counsel. He then asked the defendant's
attorney to address the points raised by plaintiff's counsel. This went back and
forth for about 20 minutes as Judge Dolan directed each attorney to only address
what had just been argued by the other side. He got them to reduce the issues
down to one salient component and made a ruling. It was the longest objection
that I had ever seen and was really a work of art even for a non-lawyer like
myself. The tape recordings were only kept in those days for 2 1/2 years, but I
suggested at the time that they be preserved and used in law school classes!
He created a Civil Conciliation program that I administered with the help of many
kind local attorneys. The program served as a model for several other courts and
received many compliments, but Judge Dolan was the reason for its success.
Criminal Conference days were also his creation resulting in a jam packed
courtroom twice a month that disposed of cases at a record rate.
Judge Dolan had a nice sense of humor and was a man of superior intellect,
honesty and great integrity. Hold onto your memories and we will keep your family
in our prayers.
Sincerely,
Ed Doherty
Ed Doherty - December 10, 2021 at 02:04 PM

